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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to the RCE and Amendment filed 3/23/2007. 

2. Claims 1-25 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 6, 11, 16 and 23 are independent 
claims. In the instant Amendment, claims 1, 4-6, 9-11, 14-20 were amended, and claims 21-25 
were added. This action is made Non-Final. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. Claims 1, 3-6, 8-11, 13-16, and 18-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Maissel et al. ("Maissel", US 6,637,029 Bl). 

As per claims 6 and 9-10, Maissel teach a content reception system comprising: 
a input receiving content and information items regarding the content, wherein the 
information items form a search pool (col. 12, lines 16-34; col. 13, lines 34-40; viewer 
preference profile providing a search criteria) ; and 

a display controller receiving search results from a search on the search pool and 
generating a plurality of graphical elements representative of each available item within a search 
pool, a graphical feature of each graphical element depending upon a relevance of the associated 
item to specified criteria (fig. 9D; col 20, lines 3-17; results of search based on the preference 
profile showing graphical elements 395, 397 and 390 with different images depicting different 
graphical feature for each graphical element depending upon relevancies) 
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wherein the graphical element is automatically updated in response to any change to the 
specified, criteria or the search pool {results of search showing in fig. 9D would clearly be 
changed automatically upon any change made to viewer preference profile and the display of the 
same fig. 9D being refreshed), 

wherein the graphical element is dyna automatically updated whenever the specified 
criteria are changed by either adding; deleting or modifying a search query element or updating 
a user profile, and wherein the graphical element is dynamically updated whenever an item is 
added or deleted from the search pool (col. 12, lines 46 et seq.; results of search showing in fig. 
9D would clearly be changed automatically upon any change made to viewer preference profile 
and the display of the same fig. 9D being refreshed). 

As per claim 8, Maissel teach one or more graphical elements are representative of 
multiple items within the search pool and serving as a user control triggering expanded display 
of additional graphical elements each representative of a subset of the multiple items (col. 20, 
line 60 - col. 21, line 29; graphical elements are stored and displayed in a hierarchical manner 
and could be expanded by user initiation). 

Claims 1 and 3-5 are individually similar in scope to claims 6 and 8-10 respectively, and 
are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 11 and 13-15 are individually similar in scope to claims 6 and 8-10 respectively, 
and are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 16 and 18-20 are individually similar in scope to claims 6 and 8-10 respectively, 
and are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
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As per claim 21, Maissel teaches the medium to be storage medium (inherent to the 
system so that pertinent information could be stored and processed as required). 

As per claim 22, Maissel teaches the graphical feature to be automatically updated 
without user intervention in response to any change to the specified criteria or the search pool 
(col. 12, lines 46 et seq.; graphical elements shown in fig. 9D as a result of search would clearly 
be changed automatically without user intervention after any change made to viewer preference 
profile and the display of the same fig. 9D being refreshed). 

Claims 23-24 are similar in scope to claim 6, and are therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
5. Claims 2, 7, 12, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maissel et al. ("Maissel", US 6,637,029 Bl) in view of Sciammarella et al. ("Sciammarella", US 
5,982,369 A). 

Maissel teaches all of the limitations as applied to claim 6 above. However, Maissel does 
not teach the graphical feature of each graphical element depending upon the relevance of the 
associated item to specified criteria further comprises one of a size of the graphical element or a 
perceived proximity of the graphical element to a viewer. Sciammarella teaches a method for 
providing a graphical feature of graphical elements in a user interface, wherein depending upon 
the relevance of associated items to specified criteria, graphical elements are affected by size 
(fig. 2; col. 3, lines 32-48). It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention 
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to combine Sciammarella's teaching with the system of Maissel in order to provide a user with 
an immediate visual feedback of the most relevant search results according to the user's 
preferences. 

Claims 2, 12, 17 are individually similar in scope to claim 7, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

6. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maissel et al. 
("Maissel", US 6,637,029 Bl) in view of Heckerman et al. ("Heckerman", US 6,216,134 Bl). 

As per claim 25, while Maissel teaches the graphical element to be updated, and the 
graphical element is updated automatically without user intervention when a change is made to 
the specified criteria or the search pool (col. 12, lines 46 et seq.; graphical elements shown in fig. 
9D as a result of search would clearly be changed automatically without user intervention after 
any change made to viewer preference profile and the display of the same fig, 9D being 
refreshed), Maissel does not disclose the updated graphical element is viewable automatically 
without user intervention. Heckerman teaches a method for visualization of searched 
information, wherein graphical elements are updated and the updated graphical elements are 
viewable automatically without user intervention when a change is made to the specified criteria 
(figs. 2; col. 5, lines 33-47). It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention 
to combine Heckerman' s teaching with Maissel' s method in order to improve on Maissel' s 
method with an immediate visual feedback when a change to the criteria is made. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to the independent claims have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that: (a) the Office does not clearly explain the pertinence of the cited 
reference; (b) Maissel does not teach or suggest that customized program schedule information is 
updated in response to any change to specified criteria or search pool; (c) Maissel' s graphical 
elements are not automatically updated, and not every update or change is interpretable to be 
automatic; and (d) the graphical feature is automatically updated without user intervention in 
response to any change to the specified criteria or the search pool. 

Per (a), as requested the Examiner has made every effort possible to ensure that specific 
and detail citations of the applied prior art are clearly explained in this Office Action in light of 
each claim limitation. 

Per (b), as detailed in the rejection of claim 6 above, the graphical elements shown in fig. 
9D as a result of search would clearly be changed automatically upon any change made to viewer 
preference profile, and the display of the same fig. 9D being refireshed thereafter (col. 12, lines 
46 et seq.). 

Per (c), it can be realized that, e.g., when Maissel's graphical element is updated, it is 
updated automatically because an update could imply or mark a change, and any change is 
interpretable to be automatic by the system. Furthermore, as long as there is an update that is 
interpretable to be automatic, the claim language is still read on by Maissel' s teaching. 

Per (d), it is noted that the graphical elements shown in fig. 9D as a result of search 
would clearly be changed automatically without user intervention after any change made to 
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viewer preference profile and the display of the same fig. 9D being refreshed (col. 12, lines 46 et 



seq.). 



Inquires 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sy Luu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4064. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:300 am to 4:00 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are imsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (571) 272-4063. 

The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571)273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubHc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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